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N the year 1868, a puzzling question was being de-
cided £n the office of a publisher of books in Boston,
America.
The publisher had asked a woman who had already
written many short stories for children, if she would
write now a book for girls. She was not eager to do
this, and she was slow in setting to work. The publisher
had to keep writing to her, urging her to go on with the
task. She asked him if he would let her write some
fairy tales instead ; but he would not hear of this.
" A girls' book,0 he demanded, " and the sooner it is
written the better.'*
The author needed money, and so she began to writ
this book for girls. She knew her sisters, but not many
other girls, and she liked boys more than she liked girls,
and would rather have written a book for them; yet
she plodded on, warmed to the work, and when she had
finished a dozen chapters, she sent them to the man
who had asked her to write the tale.
The publisher was disappointed. He had hoped to
find a story of which he would be able to sell thousands
of copies ; but this tale seemed to him to be very dull.
Even the author thought the story uninteresting. It
would cost more than a hundred pounds to print, bind,
and send out this tale, and then no girl might wish to
read it; and all this money would be lost. It was a
difficult question for the publisher to settle.
Writers of books are fond of their own work usually,
and they arc ready to sound its praises to publishers ;
yet even the author juC^self was not proud of this story.
It did not seem likely that girls would welcome it; but
as the publisher happened to have a niece, he would let
her read it. If she did not enjoy it, he ^rould not waste
any money upon the story* He would send it back to
the author, ** Declined with thanks."

